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PLEDGING CEREMONY

irst Degree of Initiadon into Alpha Chi Omega

General Instructions and Directions

Those who have accepted the invitation extended by Alpha Chi Omega must be given due
notification of the date and time of their Pledging Ceremony. All chapter members are
required to be present at the ceremony unless excused by the Chapter President for good
and sufficient reason. '

The Pledging Ceremony should be held in a room which will enhance the ceremonial
atmosphere desired. The formation as indicated in the drawing should be used. An
alternate formation is offered in those situations where the number of new members * is
nearly equal to the number of chapter members. If only one or two new members are to be
pledged, it is suggested that chapter members take the places of the mystagogues indicated
in the drawing, in order to keep the “hollow square.”

The table should be draped in a freshly pressed, clean white cloth. If space permits, an
arrangement of red camations and smilax or fern placed on the table will enhance the effect.
Otherwise, consiceraton should be given to having such an arrangement somewhere in the
room. Also, for each new member, there should be a singie long-stemmed red carnation
accented with smilax or fern bound together by florist tape and possibly tied with red and
green ribbons. These are to be given to the Warden to hold until the time of pin
presentaton. She stands to the right of Pretanis. o -
Electric candles will emphasize the desired atmosphere; candles in glass hurricane lamps
might also be used. If space permits, the candles are most effective on the table where the
Pledge Record Book is placed; otherwise, they should be on some type of high standards
flanking the table. Pledge pins equal to the number of new members should be on a small
tray on the same table as the Pledge Record Book. Pretanis should have a list of the
mystagogue-mystagee assignments. ' '

Participants should be dressed in a conventional manner apprépxiatc to the occasion. After
a Formal Rush Week the local Panhellenic Handbook oftea-stipulates the dress for
pledging. Where an Informal Rush Week is involved, the individual chapters must be sure
to notfy each prospective new member of the preferred dress.

In an adjoining room the Vice President-Pledge Education should arrange the new members
in proper order (usually it is alphabetcally for the purpose of signing the Pledge Record
Book, as well as ease of mystagogue arrangement). She will then lead them before
Pretanis in a slow step.

After the ceremony opportunity should be given each mystagogue to talk seriously and
privately with her new member, swessing the individual responsibility and privilege of each
new member within the chapter and the Narional Fraternity.

L 4

it should be note< that the wording of “new member” replaces the wcrd “pledge.” This change is

presaently being addressad with the new Sisterhocd Program which is being tested and may be in placa in
mas: cf cur chapters =y Fall 1834
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. The Ceremony

(ALL CEREMONIES SHOULD BE MEMORIZED. READING DETRACTS FROM THE EFFECT.)

(After the chapter members have tak’cn their places, Pretanis addresses them before the new
members are brought into the room.)

PRETANIS: “As a chapter, we are about to participate in one of our most important
ceremonies. Through rush parties we meet and select those whom we feel will bring new
vitality to our group. Let us remember this as we listen and review the concepts each of us
has.accepted.”

(The Vice President-Pledge Education leads the new members into the room while “Alpha
Chi, How We Love Thy Name” is sung.) ' :

PRETANIS: “We, the officers and members of Chapter of Alpha Chi
Omega are convened for the purpose of conferring upon you the privileges and
responsibilides of the First Degree of Inidation that will lead to the fulfiilment of your wish
to become a member of our Fraternity.

“You have come here in response to our invitation, extended because we believe that the
Fraternity will be swengthened by your influence for good, your power of achievement.
The Pledging Ceremony is the first step toward your initiation into Alpha Chi Omega.
Each state of membership presents a challenge designed to develop you as an individual
and as an Alpha Chi Omega. : '

“As a Greek-letter fraternity, we use many of the ancient rites and cusioms of the Hellenes
(pronounced Hel-EEns), one of these being a period of orientatioh. Because we realize it
takes time to know individuals as well as the functoning of any orgznization, we have a
mutual period of orientation for you and ourselves. As you learn about the high personal,
social and scholastc ideas for which we stand, we will expect you to emmbrace them as your
own. During pledgeship we expect you to learn about the Fraternity, the beliefs upon
which it was founded, its development and its requirements. During this period we expect
our members to assist you in any way they can to help you learn, understand, and
appreciate membership in Alpha Chi Omega. i =

“Our Fraternity adheres to a strict Code of Conduct in regard to-the personal behavior of its
members. Should sufficient cause arise for withholding the privilege of initiation, we
reserve the right to release you from your pledge,. Should you have doubt about
membership in Alpha Chi Omega, we would expect a request for release to come from you
during the time of pledgeship before you are initiated into full membership. With this
clearly in mind, do you desire that the Ceremony shall proceed? The answer s, ‘I do.”

(Pause for new member response.)

“Since you understand and agree to our prerequisites for pledging, wiil you now raise your
right hand and repeat after me the following pizdge:”

(A pause is to be made at each dash to allow repeddon by the new memboers.)
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g 1. “I pledge myself to do all h my power - to prepare mysélf for membership - in this

chapter - and at all times - to SUpport its interests.”

“I pledge myself always to uphold - the honor and integrity of each member - of Alpha
Chi Omega - as well as the Fraternity at large.” |

“] pledge myself to consult - with the mystagogue who will be my counselor -
throughout my pledgeship.”

“I ag:ﬁc to relinquish - all claim to initiadon into Alpha Chi Omega - should I violate
these pledges.” : |

2.
7 3.
<-4.
..;?JX‘ “To all of which I plecigc - my most solemn word of honor.”

PRETANIS: “You are now invited to sign our Pledge Record Book.”

(New members sign names, €tc., while the chapter sings appropriate Alpha Chi Omega
songs, such as “Long Have I Cherished” or “Girl of the Golden Lyre.” The number of
songs is governed by the size of the new member class. As each new member finishes
signing the Pledge Record Book, she retumns to her place in the line.)

* % %

(NOTE: In the case of a pledge class of more than ten, it is recommended that the book be
signed just before the ceremony. If the Pledge Record Book is PRE-SIGNED, the
following lines are used:) :

. . r
PRETANIS: “You have already signed our Pledge Record Book."” -
* % %

PRETANIS: “In ancient Greece, the candidate for initiation would ask a former inidate to
be his guide or mystagogue. This ancient custom of assigning a mystagogue has become
the heritage of Alpha Chi Omega. Iam about to assign you a mystagogue who will act as
your counselor in all matters pertaining to the Fraternity and your inidaton. Consult with
your mystagogue freely, especially in time of need. -

“In the name of Chapter of Alpha Chi Omega, and as its presiding
officer, I hereby appoint the following members to be the mystagogues of these new -
n;embers during the period before their initaton and throughout their life in the collegiate
chapter.” .

(Pretanis then reads the list.)

(NOTE: If your chapter appoints mystagogues at a later date, the following lines are used:)

4
-




| - “In ancient Greece, the candidate for initation would ask a former inidate to

be his guide or mystagogue. This ancient custom of assigning a mystagogue has become
the heritage of Alpha Chi Omrega. In the near future your mystagogue will be named.
Meanwhile, in the name of : Chapter of Alpha Chi Omega, and as its

presiding officer, I hereby appoint the following members t0 be the _
(local term) of these new members to assist them during their first days of pledgeship.

* %k X

(Each mystagogue or steps behind her assiéned new member as the
appointment is made.)

: “Alpha Chi Omega has recognized in you the qualities that make you eligible
for membership in the Fraternity. Our standards are surpassed by no other fraternity.

Scholastcally it will be necessary for you to attain a minimurm average of ______at this

, (college/university) to be admitted into full membership. Socially, Alpha Chi Omega -
. J expects its members to abide by a Code of Conduct defined by the National Fratemnity.
o This involves maintaining the highest personal moral standards at all tmes, meeting all

obligations to the chapter, and abiding by federal, state and college regulations. We also
expect that your interest in the varied actvides of campus and communiry life will further
broaden your purpose of daily living. When you assume these responsibilides, Alpha Chi
Omega will be at its best because of you. ' '

G “The time has come for you to be invested with our pledge pin which is diamond-shaped, -
. : enameled in-scarlet and olive green, bearing a gold lyre across its face.”

~
—

/ Pretanis remains in her position behind the table and hands the tray of pledge pins to the ™.
Vice President-Pledge Education who then works her way down the line of new members,
;' handing one pin to each Mvsiagogue. In tumn, the mystagogue invests her assigned new
i member with the pledge pin. The Warden follows the wmﬂ;dgﬂdiﬂﬂﬂ,
| presenting each new ernber with a red carnadon after she has been invested with the
| pledge pin. The chapter sings an appropriate song while this is taking place, such as
~ “Carnation Song,” “She’s Pledged to Alpha Chi,” or another according to chapter
. tradition.) : —
EB_EIA_ET_S.C‘_"I'his pin not only signifies our faith in you and your desire to become one of
us, but it also indicates that you have taken that first step’ toward full membership, its
f privileges and responsibilities:] The red carnation is a joyful reminder of the heritage we
sill share. You may rely on our love and confidence throughout your journey.”

(The new members, led by their mystagogues, take their places among the chapter
members. The entire group forms 2 circle and the chapter members sing another
appropriate song. The circle then breaks according to the custom of the individual chapter,
allowing the new members to receive the congratulations of their mysi2gogues and others.)

* % X
This revised ceremony was presented at the 197+ National Convention and was adopted as our official
‘, Pledging Ceremony by the voting body. NOTE:! Additional revisions [references to the Code of Conduct]
were added 2/82 by the National Council. These revisions were presented 1o the 1683 Natonal Convention
for formal adoption. Revision was adopted at the 1683 National Convention.)
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INITIATION CEREMONY

n itdation in h

The Constitution of Alpha Chi Omega Fraterniry, Inc., Ardcle XXTII, Secton 6 (c) states:

“INITIATION CEREMONY. The full inidadon ceremony as set forth in the
RITUAL OF ALPHA CHI OMEGA shall be used at every initaton.”

The Policies and Procedures Manual, Initiadon Secton, states:

Policy: A chapter shall have the documented approval of the Chapter Advisor to
hold inidaton.

Policy: Anendance at inidation shall be required of all collegiate chapter members..

Policy: Post-initation instruction and examination shall be given within three (3)
weeks following inidation. - !
Refer to The Constitution and the Policies and Procedures Manual for other regulations
governing eligibility for initiation, secrecy, equipment and deferment.

Any changes, deletions, rearrangement or other alterations in performance of the Initiation
Ceremony or other Alpha Chi Omega Ceremonies is prohibited. The Initiation Ceremany

must be performed completely and as specified. /




PROCEDURES

-

-

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS AND DIRECTIONS

—Candidates for inidation must be notified of the date, time and place of the
Inidation Ceremony in a dignified and suitable manner, preferably by wrinten
notification.

—The wesk preceding the Inidadon Ceremony must be planned to include suitable
activities for those awaiting initiation, and as specified in the Policies and
Procedures Manual, these plans must be submitted to the Chapter Advisar for

approval at least six weeks prior to the start of the pre-initiation week. (See
appropriate program material guidelines in the Vice President-Pledge Education
Manual

—A preliminary mock initiation is not permitted.

—The Inidadon Ceremony may not be performed betwesn midnight and 6:00 am.

— Refer to the Checklist for Wardens for a complete guide to Inidadon Ceremony
preparation, performance and follow up. (This checklist is available from Headquarters.)

CEREMONY AND PARTICIPANTS

—Select speaking participants ar least three months before the ceremony. This will allow
adequate time for these members to memorize their parts. .

—The honored positions of Admete and the Hours are to be filled by collegians and/or
interested alumnae whose counsel and assisiance are available to the chapter at all times.
Speaking parts do not have to correspond 10 a particular chapter office, and parts may
either be filled by appointment or by election. The role of Iris is usually filled by the
Warden. All speaking parts must be assumed by someone who can preseat the material
in a dignified and effective manner.

—FExcept for “The Alpha Chi Omega Statemeat on Ritual,” “The Bond” and “The Legend
of the Red Carnation,” no parts of the ceremony may be read. All speaking parts are to
be memorized. f “

—Prompters must be assigned for each speaking part. Prompters should be prepared to
stand in for a speaker in the case of an illness or other emergency.

—Individual speaking parts may be copied for use in memorization and promptng. These
copies are to be considered part of the chapter Ritual equipment and are to be kept
locked with the other Ritual equipment when not being used.

— It is necessary that each member feel the true spirit of the ceremony and help to create the
proper atmosphere as much as possible. The ceremony must always be performed
with dignity on the part of all members.

—The ceremony must be rehearsed carefully, at least three times with the endre acdve
chapter, with eddidonal rehearsals for the speakers only. A separate inidal practce for
those who are participating as active chapter members for the first time is recommended.

— At the first rehearsal, the Warden and/or Fraternity Relations Advisor should give a brief
explanadon to all chapter members regarding the following:

swhat each Greek name means

-why we use the Greek music

«the names of the gown and accessories

<how the gown and accessories are to be worn

i




why symbols of Greek life are utilized in our Ritual . ‘ ’
Informaton on these topics can be found in encyclopedias and other reference books.
The book Gayley's Classic Myths is an excellent source of information. If Alpha Chi
Omega programming material related to the Ritual is offered, it can also be a source.
—The quiet of the ceremony should remain unbroken until all robes and properties have
been dismantled and properly stored. Appropriate celebrations following the ceremony
are encouraged.

MUSIC

—Utilize the “Inidation Music and Greek Pronunciation” cassette tape that is a permanent
part of the Rirual equipment as an instructional tool.

—Select the pianist, soloist and/or singing groups ar least three months before the
ceremony. Either a soloist or a singing group may be used to perform the Songs of the
Golden Keys and the “Greeting to Hera.” v -

—Three songs must be sung by the entire chapter. These are “Gresk Chant,” “Song of -
Welcome” and “Song of the Living Lyre.” All verses must be sung. .

—If it is impossible to have a pianist or other instrumental or vocal soloists, the Ritual
cassette tape must be used to provide the background music and/or solos. The chapter
still must sing the required three songs.

— A least two music-only rehearsals for the endre chapter should be conducted prior to the
ceremony.

ROBING

—Robing must be done with care. Gowns are entirely sewed up on the right side and
from the bottom hem to the waistline on the left side. They should be worn floor
length. A gown should be held up to each member being robed to determine how much
of the top (the part with the open side) should be turned down 10 form the Apotygma
(the part folded over) to make the gown floor length after it is ted with the girdle (white
or gold cord). After the fold is made, the top should be divided into three sections: the
neck hole and two holes for the arms. The front and back sections are then pinned
together at two points which coincide with the member’s lingerie swaps. The gown is
then slipped over the member’s head with the open side on her upper left. The cord
should be ded loosely around her waist so that inverted box pleats can be made front and
back over each hip to control the gown's fullness. Then the cord should be tightly
secured by a square knot to-prevent the gown from slipping and to keep the hem even.
Cord ends hang down the center front of the gown. -

— Scarves are worn on the left shoulder (the side with the upper opening) with the back
end of the scarf longer than the frons end. The back end is to be even with the member’s
finger tips. Eestia wears a red scarf; Hebe wears a green scarf. The line of members
facing Hestia wears alternating red and green scarves with the first chapter member
scarves with the first chapter member nearest the throne wearing green.

—White socks are worn by all panicipants. Low-cut white sports socks or anklets are
acceptable. '

—Fillets (headbands made of gold ribbon) are worn by all participants except Admete and
the new members. The ribbons are tied in the back of the head with the front pant resang
on the forehead, over the hair.




BADGES

—ledge pins are not worn during the ceremony. If the pledge pin has not been collected
in a ceremony prior to the tme of initiadon, Iris should collect it when the inidates are
preparing for the Initiation Ceremony. (Note: One night of the week before initiation
should be devoted to a “Relinquishing of the Pledge Pin Ceremony.”

—Admete bestows the badges, but she does not descend from the throne to do so. She
hands the badge to Iris who performs the actual pinning. An inidated Alpha Chi Omega
relative or significant alumna may be allowed to perform the actual pinning if desired.

-

ROOM SETTING (Temple of Hera)

—The Halls are represented by three small tables covered with clean, pressed, white
cloths. Cloths are not necessary if the tables are white enamel and are of uniform size
and shape. v .
—The First Hall should have the Bond Book, pens (if the book is to be signed during

the ceremony) and a copy of the coat of arms large enough to be sezn by all initiates.
This copy may be hung on the wall behind the table if desired.

—The Second Hall should have a small tray or pillow containing badgss equal to the
number of initiates and a replica of the badge large enough to be seen by all inidates.
This replica may be hung on the wall behind the hall if desired.

—The Third Hall should have fresh carnation wreaths equal to the nurmber of inidates
and the Ritual of Alpha Chi Omega with the “Legend of the Red Camadon” marked
with a wide green ribbon. B

—During the ceremony, any telephone and doorbells should be.muffled aad all windows
should be covered. An alumna should be asked to answer the door and phones during
the ceremony, if doing so can be accomplished without causing a disturbance. Itis also
advisable to designate one chapter member to see that thé room is aired during the -
ceremony by opening a door or window for a few moments whenever this can be done
without permittng outsiders to see or hear the ceremony and without cdistupdng the
mood of the ceremony or the ability of the new members to see and hear. There should
be no one present in the building where the Inidation Ceremony is being conducted who
is not a member of the Fraternity.

—Alumnae who are not robed should remain in the background. _

—Smelling salts, a tray with a pitcher of water, and glasses should be in the ceremony
room. .

—Signs should be posted at the door stating that a ceremony is taking place and requestng
that callers return at a later time. : -

-

MOVEMENT AND FORMATION

—All initiates go through the entire ceremony together . The singular form of address is
used throughout the ceremony, however, in order to appeal to each gi-! individually.
When Ids leads the inidates into the temple, they are to be placed in aizhabetical order
and in single file with their right hands on the left shoulders of the worzen in front of
them. Irs is at the head of the line. A slow, nor hesitating, step is used. If the number
of inidates makes a single line impractcal, double or triple lines may te used. Irs
groups the initiates before the throne and at the base of the lyre in the lzst formation in
even Trows.




—A large diagram of the }yre drawn on the floor with chalk or made with masking tape
may be helpful for an erfectye Eighth Formadon. .
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(Cast of Characters)

—High priestess of the temple. Gown with three gold stars located in
a straight horizontal line 2cToss the center of the gown's top fold,
gold scepter, gold satin scarf worn on the left shoulder, gold
tasseled girdle, gold crown wom On the head with the peaked side in
front with the peak up, white socks. .

—Keeper of the alter fire and peacock plumes. Gown with gold torch
located in the center of the gown'’s t0p fold, peacock plumes held in
the left hand, red scarf worn on the left shoulder, gold tasseled
girdle, gold ribbon fillet, white socks. .

—Keeper of the censer. Gown with gold cup located in the center of
the gown's top fold, censer held in the right hand, green scarf worn
on the left shoulder, gold tasseled girdle, gold ribbon fillet, white
socks.

—The messenger, keeper of the chest, counselor to the initiates.
Gown with gold wing located in the center of the gown's top fold,
red scarf worn on the left shoulder, gold tasselled gixdle, gold
ribbon fillet, white socks. ‘

— The musician, keeper of music. Gown with gold lyre located in the
center of the gown'’s top fold, green scarf worn on the left shoulder,
gold tasseled girdle, gold ribbon fillet, white socks. (Sheet music
and light as needed for performance.) /

Dike -~ ﬁéu, 3 —The symbol of justce, keeper of The Bond and coat of arms.

U

Gown with gold key located horizontally across the czater of the
gown’s top fold with the key end facing down and toward the left
side, green scarf womn on the left shoulder, gold tasseled girdle,
gold Ti6Bon fillet, white socks. (Bond Book, replica of the coat of
arms, pens - FIRST HALL.) '

—The symbol of peace, keeper of the lyre. Gown with gold key
located horizontally across the center of the gown's fop fold with the
key end facing down and toward the left side, red scarf worn on the
left shoulder, gold tasseled girdle, gold ribbon fiile:, white socks.
(Badges on a tray or pillow, replica of the badge - SECOND
HALL.)

.. —The symbol of good order, keeper of the carnations. Gown with

gold key located horizontally across the center of the gown's top
fold with the key end facing down and toward the left side, green
scarf worn on the left shoulder, gold tasseled girdle, gold ribbon
fillet, white socks. (Red camadon wreaths, the Rirzal of Alpha
Chi Ormnega with the “Legend of the Red Carnadon” marked with
wide green ribbon - THIRD HALL.)

—Gowns, red or green scarves worn on the lef: shoulder, white
tasseled girdles, gold ribbon fillets, white socks.

—Gowns, white asseled girdles, white socks.




Golden Throne

Ball Point Pens

Replica of Badge

Temple Music

Carnation Wrearhs

PROPERTIES

—Appropriate chair on raised platfonn, draped with gold satin cloth

-

—Doric column, four feet high, white enameled; or a high table
draped in white cloth - :

—Three, white enameled or white covcrcd tables

—Four or more electric candles or white candles in hurricane lamps
NO OPEN FLAMES :

| —-Gpld satin cloth io cover the throne

—Gilt curtain pole, six feet long, with an ornamental knob on one
end

—Small size to hold inidaton badges
—Small incense burner on chain - NO INCENSE IS TO BE USED

—Five peacock plumes held in a bar of wood or cardboard painted
gold

—Book containing a-copy of The Bond where initates names are
enrolled T

1. In order to shorten the Inifiation Ceremony when a chapter is
being installed, or when a chapter is jnitacng a large class,
the initiates should be permitted to sign the Bond Book
just before the Ceremony begins. At this tme Dike should
see that all names are enrolled alphabericzily, together with
the proper dates, addresses, and initiation or Bond Book
numbers.

2. A list of the initiates, duplicating that read by Ids at the
door of the Temple, should be laid in the Bond Book, so it
inay be ready for Dike to read when the initates are
invested with their badges. -

—A color replica of the coat of arms large enoug?h to be seen by all
inidates

—At least two pens to be used for signing the Eord Book

—A drawing or other replica of the lyre badge lzrz= enough to be
seen by all inidates

—Special arrangements of ancient Greek music, used only for
initiation; pianist’s music is in separate white {clder

—=Circular wreaths made from three fresh camaZons, large enough
to wear on the head




Badges *—Lyre badges equal to the nu:nber of inidates

Gowns —-Dori;m chitons with special emblems for Admete and her
attendants, plain for initates and members in the lines

Eilles ' —Greek headbands of gold satin ribbon wom by all participants
except Admere and inidates .

Girdles —Gold tasseled cords for Admete and her attendants (8), white

cords for inidates and members in lines

Scarves —Scarlet and olive green silk or nylon, worn on the left shoulder
with the back end longer than the front end, by the antendants and
members in the lines; a gold satin scarf is womn by Admete

White Socks —Wom by each participant; low cut sports socks cr anklets
Ritugl Book —Ritual of Alpha Chi Omega with “Legend of the Red Camation”
: marked with wide gresn satn ribbon ‘

Make-up —Normal daytime cosmedcs may be wom; heavy make-up is not
recommended. Only natural or light colored nail polish may be
worn.

Jewelry —No jevJeHy except the lyre badge is to be wom.

No other props should be used except for a piano or other musical instrument, tape player
with amplification if needed, window coverings if needed, light for'the musicians, copies
of individual speaking parts for the prompters, and a tray with a pitcher of water, glasses
and- smelling salts. Decorations or other diszacting embellishments are nct to be used.

The scepter (six feet long, 1 1/2 inch dowling or curtain pole) is purchased locally and
painted by the chapter. It has one ornamental knob, the other end being covered by a plain
cap. The scepter is to be an antique gold color. ‘

! .
Lighting should be by electric candles or white candles in hurricane lamps that are placed
on the altar and at each hall. In no case shouid unshielded can sed
fire hazard involved. Oil lamps may be used if they have shielded flames.

Greek chitons or gowns are to be clean, pressed all of the same color and fabric and in
good order.

The drapery for the throne is to be a three-yard length of gold satin.

Scarves are to be worn by ALL ceremony pasicipants except initiates. Txzey should be of
uniform red and green colors.

Emblems for the various personae are to be basted into place with a loose, overcast stitch,
not pinned, and must be removed before the gowns are laundered. Velcre may be used.

Gowns and scarves may be made locally by inidarted collegians or alumnae if desired.




The initiation chest or closet should be large enough to hold all gowns and other properties,
with the exception of the altar and tables in the case of a chest, and must be kept locked at
all imes. A dated inventory list should be posted on the door. All ritual equipment must
be returned to the initiation chest or closet immediately upon the conclusion of the

cerernony.

DIRECTIONS FOR MAKING THE CARNATION WREATHES

*ONLY FRESH RED CARNATIONS MAY BE USED. '
«CARNATIONS MUST BE REMOVED FROM THS IMMEDIATELY AFTER
CEREMONY. v .

By making wreaths in the following manner they may be stored with other Initiadon -
equipment and the fresh carnations added each ume.

MATERIALS NEEDED:

1. 7" ring found in craft stores OR ring made from Green #18 heavy wire found in craft
stores or floral supply house.

2.  Silk green leaves...cither boxwood, green ivy, variegated ivy or other small green
leaf plant. RN :

3.  Sturdy baby’s breath or other small white dried flowers. -

4. Glue gun. _

5. Green thin wire #22.

6. — Green floral tape. o f

~ DIRECTIONS:

1.  Ifusing wire to make ring: The #18 wire comes in 18" lengths which is not long
enough to make a complete ring. You will need to overlap two wires, allowing one
to extend 9" on the left and wrapping the two together from that point on. The right
end will now have a single wire extension. 7 <

2.  OR use the 7" circumference ring from craft store. S

3. Using green thin wire (#22) or green floral tape attach the greens on the selected ring.
(If covering the wire ring, Cover about 12-14” in the center of the wire). Don’t make
it too flat: it will be more dimensional if pieces stick out.

4. Glue-gun small bunches of the white flowers, evenly spaced, throughout the greens.

5.  If using wire rings: Bend each end back about 1" and hook ends together.

6.  Break off the stem from three large red carnations and push a 6" length of green thin
wire through the green base. Extend the end about 1-1 1/2”, twist the two ends
together, anc use end to wire onto the ring. Place them so that one is in the center
and others are evenly spaced, or spaced between bunches of baby’s breath.

TIPS:

e

1.  Wreaths keep best if refrigerated undl ceremony.

2. Costcan be kzptdown by purchasing the material wholesale...you do not need
expensive greenery.




3. Making the initial wreaths will consume the most time, after that you need only add

the fresh flowers for each ceremony. .
4. Ask alumnae to make, of help you make the wreaths.

PRONUNCIATION OF GREEK NAMES

HERA (Hay-rah) ADMETE  (Ad-may-tay) EUTERPE  (You-ter-pay)
HERAEA (Hay-ray-ah) DIKE (Des-kay) HEBE (Hee-bee)
HERAEUM (Hay-ray-um) EIRENE (Eye-ray-nay) HESTIA (Hess-tee-ah)
CHITON (Key-ton) , EUNOMIA (Y ou-no-me-ah) IRIS (Eye-tiss)

ADELFAY  (Ah-del-fay)

HISTORY OF THE ALPHA CHI OMEGA INTTIATION CEREMONY

The official Initiation Ceremony of the Alpha Chi Omega Fraternity was presented and
unanimously adopted at the twelfth biennial Convention, September, 1910. It was
prepared and written by a committee consisiing of Fay Barnaby Kent, Delta; Nella
Ramsdell Fall, Bera; and Virginia Fisk Green, Thera. The Ceremony was revised and
simplified in February, 1911. Further revisions were made in February, 1924; April,
1930; and October, 1943. In March, 1930, revisions made by a committes consisdng of
Jessie Shannon Howell, Mu and Vema Stesl Towne, Alpha Lambda, were submitted by
mail to the voting body of the Fraternity, and were adopted in June, 1950. :

- _ L. I
In the Spring of 1964, revisions made by a comittee consisting of Bemice Abbott Cope,
Alpha Chi, as Chairman, Ruth DeVries Kerdyk, Bera; and Helen Cheyney Bailey, Alpha
Epsilon; were submitted to the National Council and were approved at the June Council
meeting. The revisions were then submined to the voting body by mail in November,
1964, and were adopted.

In the Spring of 1971 revisions made by a committee consisting of Margaret Weldon
Olson, Chi, as Chairman; Jacquelyn Lawson Stauss, Alpha Chi; Daphne Treadwell
Green, Chi; Hannah Keenan, Alpha; and Lynne Quinn Welch, Alpha Psi; were submitted
to the National Council and were approved at the June Council meeting. The revised
Ceremony was tested and evaluated by Council-Selected chapters. In June, 1972, the final
revised Ceremony was performed before the National Convention, under the Chairmanship -
of Lynne Quinn Welch, Alpha Psi, and the revisions were adopted by vote of the delegates.
Julia Gregg Brill, Beta Mu, assisted by correcting the Greek phrases and their
pronunciation.]

During 1988-1990 revisions were made by the Rital Study Commites consisting of
Debbie Bidwell, Alpha Psi; Rosemary Newman Hittle, Alpha Chi; Carolyn Hirsch
Koemptgen, Alpha Lambda; Jane Grabowski Seifert, Gamma Omega; and Claudie Wenzel
Thomas, Bera Era; as chairman. The revised Ceremony was tested and evaluated by
collegiate chapters selected by the National Council. A final revised Ceremony was
approved by the National Council in the Spring of 1992. At the June, 1992 National
Convention a video of the proposed changes, produced by Sharon Burke, Alpha Psi, and
presented by Ritual Committee Chairman, Carolyn Hirsch Koemptgen, Alpha Lambca;
was shown. The revisions were adopted by a votz of the Convention delezates.
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INTRODUCTION TO THE INITIATION CEREMONY

Y (OUTSDE THE TEMPLE)

This is 2 SPECIAL CEREMONY that takes place just before the actual Initiation
Ceremony. It is to be conducted by the Vice President-Piedge Education in the room where
the initates are being robed. Because this material sets the stage for the pageant to follow,
it is recommended that the initiates be robed before this presentanon. The Bond Book may
be signed at this time if the number of initiates is large. The Vice President-Pledge
Education should memorize the following material with the excepuon of the passages from
“The Rimal Statement,” which may be read, in order to present the material with greater
feeling than is possible while referring to the text. At the conclusion of this ceremony, Iris
is to lead the inidates to the Inidaton Ceremony room. '

VICE PRESIDENT-PLEDGE EDUCATION:

“The Pledging Ceremony was your first step toward initiation into Alpha Chi
Omega Fraternity. Each stage of membership presents a challenge designed

* to encourage you to develop as an individual, and as an Alpha Chi Omega.
You have met the first challenge toward complete fulfillment and
appreciation of Fraternity. Alpha Chi Omega has recognized in you the
qualides that make you eligible for membership in the Fratemity.

‘ : “During your pledz=ship, you learned the non-secret features of our Fraternity:
‘ You are now ready to have the more confidendal portions of Alpha Chi
Omega revealed to you as you participate in our beloved Inidation Cezemony.

“The *Alpha Chi Omega Statement on the Rirual’ says: - F

© “The Ritual of Alpha Chi Omega stands as a clear pronouncement of the
purposes, values and goals of our sisterhood. It must always retain its
position as the cherished cornerstone on which the structure of our fraternal
life is built. It is the responsibility of each chapter to perpetuate the use of our
Ritual with a correct understanding of its nature and purpose.

4
‘ITS PURPOSE. Our Ritual states the ideals and values on which our
sisterhood is based and provides a framework on which those ideals
can be reinforced. Each time we partcipate in our Ritual, we are reminded
of and challenged to uphold those values set forth in our ceremonies and
summarized in our open motto: ‘Together let us séek the heights.” The
performance of our Rital is meant to focus the eyes of all sisters on our
common bond and common purpose: the constant sgiving forexcellence
in our individual and collectve endeavors.

‘ITS NATURE. The nature of our Ritwal is that of an art form — 2

pageant, a dramatization of our ideals set against a backdrop of clazsical

Greek mythology. The message spoken by our Ritual therefore agzeals
. to more than just our ears and our minds; to an extent it is also perined

to have a visual appeal and to stir our aesthetic sensibilides. Itmav e

considered spiritual in the sense that music or art or drama or poe=;

touch the spiritual aspects of our nature, but it is never 10 be viewed

as a religious ceremony.




“In order to understand and enjoy your initiation more fully, you should know that Greek.
mythology is the basis for the symbols and traditions in Greek-letter societies. In these
legends are found the embodiment of ancient Greek ideals and highest atainments. Many
of our own customs and traditions have their beginning in ancient Greek folklore. This
ancient background is reflected in the attire you are wearing as well as in the special
properties and the music used throughout the ceremony.

“In 1885 our seven founders agreed that the object of the Alpha Chi Omega fraternity was
to encourage the spirit of true sisterhood, to develop through personal effort 2 high moral
and mental standard, and to advance the appreciation of the fine arts among its members.
Alpha Chi Omega has endeavored to preserye these ideals and to make them a part of the
life of every member, that her formal education, so far removed from classical influence in
this present tme, may be supplemented and enhanced by an appreciation of human needs,
beauty of living and artistic development.

“Enjoy your initaton, and yet listen carefully—for in the precepts it contains you will find .
many meaningful guidelines for living.”
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INITIATION CEREMONY

(INSIDE THE TEMPLE)

-

First Formation
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1st FORMATION

®

KEY: :
A ADMETE O Hours X INITIATES ;D HALLS

A HEBE < RS THRONE &> HESTIA

Chapter members in the lines form two sides of a triangle with the throne as the apex.

Admete is seated on the throne holding a scepter in her right hand. At the left of the throne
is the altar on which burns a Greek lamp, tended by Hestia, who-holds the peacock plumes
over her left arm. At the right of Admete stands Hebe with the censer. Eunomia guards the
temple door and makes certain that only Alphga Chi Omega members have entered.
Euterpe is seated at the piano. Dike and Firene are standing in the center of the base of the
triangle. Once Iris has led the initates into the temple, Eunomia joins Dike and Eirene in
the base. ' . . ’

ADMETE reads:
“The Alpha Chi Omega Statement on the Rirual says:

“The Ritual of Alpha Chi Omega stands as a clear pronouncemes of the purposes,
values and goals of our sisterhood. It must always retain its position as the cherished
cormerstone on which the structure of our fraternal life is built. Itis the responsibility
of each chapter to perpetuate the use of our Ritual with a correct understanding of its
narure and purpose.

17




‘ITS PURPOSE. Our Ritual states the ideals and values on which our sisterhood is
based and provides a framework on which those ideals can be reinforced. Each time
we participate in our Ritual, we are reminded of and challenged to uphold those
values set forth in our éeremonies and summarized in our open moto: ‘Together let
us seek the heights.” The performance of our Ritual is meant to focus the eyes of all
sisters on our common bond and common purpose: the constant striving for
excellence in our individual and collective endeavors.

‘ITS NATURE. The nature of our Ritual is that of an art form—a pageant, a
dramatization of our ideals set against a backdrop of classical Gresk mythology. The
message spoken by our Ritual therefore appeals to more than just our ears and our
minds; to an extent it is also permitted to have a visual appeal and to stir our aesthetic
sensibilities. It may be considered spiritual in the sense that music or art or drama or
poetry touch the spiritual aspects of our nature, but i is never to be viewed as a

religious ceremony ." -

Iris leads the initates to the temple door after they have been robed and the introduction to
the Inidation Ceremony has been conducted. -

. . (OUTSDETHE TEMPLE)
Cue. _ R e cj(_,t' g S-:S

IRIS: (To initiates) “You, a Child of Darkness regarding the mysteries of our
ancient sisterhood, have come form the Outer World sesking our inspired : ‘

2 teachings. You are about to be conducted into the preseacs of those who

(k‘ are convened in the Temple of Light where the mysdc rites of Alpha Chi

Omega will be revealed to you. Your willingness to eater the portal

imposes upon you a personal responsibility. From hére on, you will learn

to extend loyalty of thought and deed toward those within the temple. The

intent of this ceremony is that it contains nothing that will interfere with

your duties to yourself, your neighbor, your country or your God.

“Banish all worldly thoughts now, and prepare yourself in spirit for the
ancient symbols of mythology. Put yourself in the contex: of the time when
our Founders created our lovely Inidation Ceremony. The classics were a
primary focus of intellectual pursuit, and the imagsry exhibited in
mythology was viewed seriously. In today’s society emphasis seldom
focuses on the classics, and language contains few references to the Grecian
period of ancient history. Our ceremony provides you, the initiate, with an
opportunity to experience a very differefit culture. By its very namre, ritual
is not modemized, or this thread which binds all Alpha Chi Omegas
together over eternity would be lost. Consider this ceremony a pageant, a
part of the great cultural heritage passed down to us Fom the Golden
Grecian Age, when men on earth, groping for perfecticr, in their minds
created deides dwelling on Olympus, who symbolized for man those virtues
which he sought to attain. Give your whole attention to the words of the
legendary High Priestess, Adm=te, who according to the Greek myth, left
her high estate to take sanctuary in the Temple of Hera, za¢ in accordance
with a vision, remained thereafier as its most exalted priesizss. Observe and
listen attentively that you may fully understand the meaning of the solemn
oath you will take.”




. (WITHIN THE TEMPLE)

h

ADMETE: “Hebe, make ceftain there are no strangers present.”

HEBE: “I have done so.”

(Admete gives the following charge at the same dme that [ris is addressing
the initiates outside the temple. Hebe's reply is the cue for both of them to
begin speaking.)

ADMETE:  “We, the children of Light, are convened in this, our temple, for the
- purpose of revealing to a petitioner the mystic rites of Alpha Chi

Omega. Having found the supplicants worthy in all respects, we are now
about to unlock for them the door leading to the inner temple. Remember
the vows you yourselves have taken here, for in the name of those vows, I
hold each of you personally responsible and morally accountable for loyalty
of thought and deed toward her who now approaches the golden throne.
Should she stumble in her efforts to reach the heights, do not condemn, but
help her regain her foothold; should temptation touch her, shield her with
your love; should sorrow darken her path, comfort her with your devodon.
Thus will we in practce reflect to the Outer World the inner teachings of our
Fraternity. Let us raise our voices in solemn chant.”

(“Greek Chant” is played and sung by all members.) ¢

(At the conclusion of her speech to the initiates and at the conclusion of the singing, Iis ~ , ., .
gives the Fraternity knock at the door of the temple. Eunomia answers the knock.) w—— S

4 ";'." ‘j ”
(During the following dialogue, the singular form is used if there is but one candidate for
initation.)

EUNOMIA: *“Who are you?”

IRIS: “A Child of Light, a sister in The Bond.”

EUNOMIA: “Are you alone?” /

IRIS: Or:no I bring candidates desiring to be initiated members of Alpha Chi
ega.” .

EUNOMIA: “Who are they, and what do they come seeking?”

IRIS: “They are named {gives names) and they sesk to become
Children of Light.”

EUNOMIA; “By what right do they come seeking this honor?”

RIS: 6B;; their sincere desire to become worthy representatves of Alpha Chi
nega.”

INOMIA: “Then let them enter.”




is enters leading the initiates, each one having herrighthand on the left shoulder
gtpt%c o) 'gng, Iris having demonstrated this to them while they were being -

Tobed. A slow, not hegitaring step is used. She conducts them to the base of the
triangle and through ﬂfc place left vacant by Eunorma and toward the throne. She
places the initates in rows in the center of the formarion.

They are placed in equal rows, determined by the number of initiates and the size o
the room, and are to be facing toward Admete. Eunomia follows the line of inid
and takes her place at the base of the wiangle. Euterpe plays the “Greek Chant”
softly while the initiates are entering and being placed. \,F,thn all is quiet,

stands. Chapter members again sing the “Greek Chant,” and after this is sung,

Admete speaks.)

ADMETE: “Stranger, you are on the threshold of a great and mystic .
sisterhood, and before you may proceed further, I am compelled to
bind you to the most profound secrecy. Do you solemnly promise
that the secrets of this night shall remain with you, never to be
spoken aloud or whispered, never to be written, carved, or painted,
or to be otherwise communicated either directly or by parable to
those not of our Fraternity? If so, the answer is: ‘I do solemnly
promise.” '

(nitiates repeat: “I do solemnly promise.”)

ADMETE: - “You are now within the Temple of Light where all is harmony and
clarity. But you must go forth again into the Outer World which is
the Hall of Strife and Darkness, where along life’s pathway there are
many temptations. Before you may be free of these temptatons,
harmony within must be attained. Within this temple there are three

- pathways: the Halls of Wisdom, Devotion and Achiévement Your
understanding of their teachings will lead to that harmony of spirit
which carries to the Outer World the radiance of the light within.

“Prepare yourself now for your journey along the mystc pathways
leading to your enlightenment. Jris can but lead the way. By your
own efforts you will reach the goal. Remember to fix your gaze
upon the heights; aim to artain perfection in all that you anempt;
strive for knowledge, but let knowledge go hand in hand with
humnility. Guard against selfishness for you will receive much.
Having received, you must give, in order that the great law of
compensation may be exemplified in yop. Meditate upon your own
shortcomings before you pronounce judgment upon othess and let
harmony be the keynote in your relations with all mankind. Thus
will your life show forth the ideals of our Fratemnity.

- “ a i 1A <
"~ Before you take your first step, O Sesker of Light, consider V’} J_ L
o / carefully our teachings as they have been revealed to you. /_“: - /é ¢
C T './,—,

as, -

(Whillgzrthg.“Meditétion and March of the Hours” is softly played, t:é First Formation™ " -
changes to'the Second Formation.) : ‘




]

(The triangle changes to two paralle! lines by the members stepping quietly back or forward
to straighten the sides. The members in the lines face inward, looking at the initiates. The
Hours—Dike, Eirene and Eunomia — take their places at the three halls. Dike, after
taking the Bond Book from the Hall of Wisdom, proceeds to the throne and stands behind
the altar, facing the inidates. It is helpful to remember that in all formations,chapter
members should turn to keep their faces ever toward the initates. ]ris stands to the right
side of Hebe, facing the initiates in both the First and Second Formations.)
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KEY:
A ADMETE (O Hours X INITIATES

A HEBE N\ IRIS THRONE

Ll HALLS

A HESTIA




ADMETE:

«Candidates, do you find your heart and mind in accord with the
essence of our teachings? If so, the answer is: “They are in true

T "

actora .
’ «

(Inigates repeat: " They are in true accord.”)

“Prepare yourself to hear The Bond of Alpha Chi Omega to which you
are required to pledge your solemn oath of allegiance.

(Reads the following aloud from the Bond Book, allowing the book to rest
upon the altar. After reading The Bond, she closes the book.)

«We, the Children of Light, who have inscribed our names on this scroll,
desirous of perpetuating the fites of this Fratemnity, the purposes of which
are to bind together with the closest bonds all those who take upon
themselves its vows, t0 exemplify as each day passes the duty of service to
our fellow beings and to follow faithfully and intelligendy the three Muses:
Art, Literature and Song, do hereby dedicate ourselves to these purposes
embodied in our Fraterity, known to the Outer World as Alpha Chi

Omega, of which this Bond shall be the visible token.

«“We bind ourselves to regard as sisters all those who enter herein; to extend
to each the love and loyalty which one sister has the right t0 demand of

another; to promote her interests as we would our own; to hold ourselves
responsive to her needs; and to guard her character from the breath of

slander.

“\We bind ourselves to endeavor to amain intcllccﬁxal, moral and physical
perfecton; to cultvate the love of truth for its own sake; t0 sesk it in every
deparmment of study, and having found it, to give it forth for the benefit of
society. - /

“We bind ourselves to swive always to develop that fineness of moral
feeling, nobility of character, swength of intellect and kindness of heart

inherent in every true woman; and to admit into this Bond only those who
are capable of attaining such a standard. ;

«We bind ourselves to work faithfully and harmoniously for the perfect
amainment of these purposes, provided that nothing herein shall be so
construed as to interfere with our duty to our neighBor and to our God.

«We bind ourselves to keep forever secret from every persor. not dedicated
to this Bond all things pertaining to our solemn rites, known to the Quter
World as the Ritual of the Alpha Chi Omega Fraternity; and moreover,

if, for any reason, anyone of us should become disconneczed from this
fratemity, we do most solemnly bind ourselves to hold inviolate the
obiigation of secrecy which we have sworm to maintain.

“and finally, we declare that this Bond shall be forever unal:zrable, except
by vote of the Alpha Chi Omegza Fraternity.”

“You have now heard The Bond of Alpha Chi Omega. Ars you ready
for the Oath of Allegiance? The answer is: ‘T amready.”™

k)




(Inidates repeat: “I am ready.”
“Then'repeat aft¢ r me the Oath.”

- _
(Admete prompting) “I hereby solemnly affirm and declare — that I do
accept the Bond of Alpha Chi Omega and that I will keep its statutes — in
loyalty and love — and that I will endeavor at all imes —to bring honor to
the Fraternity. — May I be kept forever steadfast — in this, my secret and

binding obligation.”

“In the name of Hera, our patron goddess, and as High Priestess of the
Temple, it becomes my joyous duty to pronounce you as one of the
Children of Light and a sister in The Bond of Alpha Chi Omega. You
may now look upon the mysteries pertaining to the temple.

“The first path leads to the Hall of Wisdom. There you will find the open
book which holds within its pages the keystone of our philosophy. There
all shadows are unknown, and the light of truth shines with unfading glory.
Be humble if you would attain wisdom; be humbler still when wisdom you
have mastered. Dike, Guardian of the Open Book, reveal the secrets of the
Hall of Wisdom.” '

“First must I have the Golden Key whose mystc sounds unlock its
S| Yy y
treasures.
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e Third Formation

(As the “Song of the First Gelden Key is sung softly, Admete returns to her seat on the

“hrone. Iris-tums-th in their placed to face towarg tic Oall Ol isdom [Fi
Hall]. Once the initates are facing the Hall, Iris nods to the line of chapter members in
front of the Hall, and upon this cue, this line turns to its right and chapter members walk
slowly in a counter-clockwise direction, reforming the line in front of the throne. Upon
movement of the line in front of the First Hall, the line in front of the Third Hall turns to its
right and chapter members walk slowly in 2 counter-clockwise direction, reforming the line
in front of the Second Hall. As always, the lines face inwards toward the initiates. [ris
takes her place at the left side of Dike. When all are in place and the “Song of the First

Golden Key” has been sung, Iris speaks.) \ '

LINE 2
TURN & FACE
(18 MOVE) (@nd MOVE)
X X X
3 X X X 1
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3rd FORMATION

KEY:
A overs O HOURS X INITIATES @ HALLS

A HEBE N\ RIS THRONE A HESTIA )
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“The Hall of Wisdom will reveal to you the meaning of our name, our
motto, and other things pertinent to our Fraternity.”

“Welcome, Seeker of Truth, to the Hall of Wisdom. Behold the Open
Book, The Borid of Alpha Chi Omega, to which you have already
sworn allegiance. This scroll contains the es of all those who have
entered the temple through this hall. It ur privilege to enroll
yourself as one of the Children of Light” : '

(.Iri'itiatcs sign their names in alphabetical order in the Bond Book, together
vith the proper dates, addresses and Bond Book numbers. Iris sees that

‘ each initiate is immediately ready to follow her predecessor.)

(When a chapter is being installed or when a large number of inidates is
going through the Ceremony, the initiates should be permitted to sign the
Bond Book just before the Ceremony begins. If the Bond Book has been

" pre-signed, Dike's speech ends: “It has been your privilege to enroll

;yourself herein as one of the Children of Light™)

(Euterpe plays softly the “Song of the First Golden Key" while the Bond
Book is being signed, following it by the “March of the Hours” if there is a
large number of initiates.)

(Iis, after assistng with moving inidates forward to sign, takes her place at
the left side of Dike, facing the initates.)

“It is now my duty to instruct you in the mysteries of which I am the
guardian. Let these three Golden Precepts aid you in your search fo
knowledge: .

“First, cultivate tolerance and opcn-mindcd.ncgs.
Second, learn to distinguish the rrue from the false.
Third, stive to keep the proper balance between the head
and the heart

“Such are the precepts of the Hall of Wisdom. Crowning these with our

open motto, * TYZIIOYAAZQMEN TA ANQTATA,
translated ‘Together let us seck the Heights,’ and keeping them ever before
us, may we climb onward and upward to the better, higher things of life.
From this time forward we expect you to join with us in bringing honor to
the Fraternity. May each day reflect the selection of worthy objectives and
tasks well done; and let our name, Alpha Chi Omega, whose hidden ’

meaningis ** ATAGIA XAPIZ ODOAIA,beaconstant
inspiradon. For AT A © I A, means goodness, virtue; XAPIZ,
kindness, refinement; O ® © AT A, assistance, benefit.”

(% Pronounced: See-spew-dah-so-men tah 2ah-rno-tah-tah)
(% %  Pronounced: Ah-ga-thee-ah Kah-ris O-fe-li-ah)

“The password of the Temple is AL-CHI-GA. This is formed from the first
sylﬁaglle of Alpha and the last syllable of Omega, keeping Chi as the middle
S:«' aple.




“The cqmerstone of our Temple is the secretmotto, + KOINQMIA .

KPATEI H OIATA, LyYNEPITTAAE H KXOINQNIA,
translated, ‘The strength of love is Unity; the strength of Unity, Co- -
operaton.’ "

(+ Pronounced: Coy-no-nee-ah crah-tay hay fi-li-ah
Sin-err-gee-ah-deh hay coy-no-nee-ah)

(DIKE holds up a picture of the coat of arms and points to the various parts
as she speaks or uses one mounted on the wall behind her.)

QTK"E: “Alpha Chi 6mcga has adopted a coat of arms embodying in symbol the
mysteries of the Fraternity. The square shield is divided into three parts
picturing the trinity within our Ritual. It is red, cut by a bar of green.

“The crest is a lyre bird, suggesdng our badge. Itis the spirit of music,
hovering over us as a constant source of inspiration.

“The first division of the shield displays an Opén Book symbolic of the
Bond of Alpha Chi Omega. In a larger sense it represents to us the wisdom
of the ages, and is open that all may read and acquire knowledge.

“In the second division there are Three Stars which corresgond to the three
essential jewels in our badge. These radiate unceasingly: their message of
Faith, Hope, and Love to those within our Temple, who is turn reflect it to
the Outer World. '

“The sheaf of wheat in the third division represents the gamering of our
hopes, the harmonious co-existence of the fine and liberal arts with all of
our studies. Itis corded and tied with a knot forever securing our sisterly
love in permanent union.

“Below the shield is a scroll bearing the Greek words of our open moto,
‘Together let us seek the Heights.’

“With this heraldic symbol in mind, we go forth to strive for the ideals of
our Fratemnity, keéping her name untarnished and her stancards high.

“This completes the mysteries guarded by the Hall of Wiscom. From here
your path leads to the Second Hall, where further secrets wiil be unfoléed to -
you.” .

ADMETE:  “The second path leads to the hall of Devotion. There you will find the
Three Stars: Faith, Hope, and Love, plucked from the veii of Hera and set
for ime unending within our Golden Lyre. Before you cza apply what you
have learned here, you must attune your heart and mind to the great heax
and mind of all mankind. Eirene, Guardian of the Three S:ars, reveal the
mysteries of the Hall of Devotion.”

:
5

“First must I have the Second Golden Key whose mystic sounds unlock its
treasures.”




.

Fourth Formation

(As the “Song of the Second Golden Key” is sung softly, Iris turns the initiates in iheir
places to face toward the Hall'of Devotion (Second Hall). Once the inidates are facing the

Hall, Iris nods to the line of chapter members 1n gront of the Hall, and upon this clue, this
line turns to its right and chapter members walk slowly in a counter-clockwise direction,
reforming the line in front of the First Hall. Upon movement of the line in front of the

Second

Hall, the line in front of the throne tums to its right and chapter

members walk

slowlyin a counter-clockwise directon, reforming the line in front of the Third Hall. As
always, the lines face inwards toward the inidates. When all are in place and the “Song of

the Second Golden Key” has been sung, Iris takes her place at the left side of Eirene,

facing the initates, and Is speaks.)
IRIS:

explain the significance of our badge.”
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EIRENE: “Welcome, Seeker of Love, o the Hall of Devotion. 'It is now my duty to
instruct you in the mysteries of which I am the guardian. Let these three

Golden Precepts aid you in your search for Love:

“First, strive for harmony in all things.
Second, cultvate an appreciatdon for the Fine Arts.
Third, live to benefit others.

«Such are the precepts of the Hall of Devodon. All natre is organized
according to the laws of harmony. Among the ancmnt.Grc:ks, music in
general meant the education of the soul. They felt music to be a spiritual
thing, too far removed from common affairs to have an earthly origin. Our
beloved symbol, the lyre, was invented by Hermes and played by the gods
on Mount Olympus. Upon the death of Orpheus, greatest of the Greek
lyrists, Zeus placed his lyre in the sides, where itis sdll to be seen as the
constelladon Lyra, with Vega as its brightest star. Thus was it held divine
by the Greeks from whom it was handed down to us.” :

(Eirene holds up a large drawing or suitable replica of the badge while
— explaining the following symbolism to the Inigates anc points 1o it

\

. while she speaks or uses on¢ mounted on the wall berind her.)

EIRENE: «The frame of the lyre is fashioned of gold, signifying purity, uth, and
light. Itis set with precious stones, expressing beauty, harmony and
immortality. The lyre within the lyre represents to us the life of the girl
within the Fraternity, while the three szings signify the incivicual girl, the
chapter, and the Fraternity as a whole. If one sing fails to aaswer, discord C ‘
arises and the melody is lost; for they are inseparably bounc together by the
scroll which represents our seciet Bond. Upon this scroll is inscribed our
Greek name. - '

i1

«“Three stones are required to represent the three stars,’anc these form ous
perfect triangle. The two upper, Outer jewels, Faith and Ecze, point to all
that is inspiring and helpful; while the center jewel Love, is toe heart of the
pin, symbolic of ue sisterhood in Alpha Chi Omega.

“The lyre is the most precious of our symbols, the crowning gift of
sisterhood, and is never bestowed by anyone except the Hizh Priestess at
the conclusion of our rites.
“This completes the mysteries guarded by the Hall of Devccon. From here
the path leads to the Third Hall, where the remaining secres will be
unfolded to you.”
ADMETE:  “The third path leads to the Hall of Achievement. There veu will find the
sition of our hopes, the gamered sheaf from which we gzin the bread of
wisdom. As season follows season, fresh wheat must be corded in the
sheaf: therefore, let each harvester for the temple sow seecs of love and
kindly acts in the fields of the future. Eunomia, Guardiar. of the Sheaf,
reveal the mysteries of the Hall of Achievement.”

ENUNOMIA: “First must I have the Third Golden Key whose mystic scends unlock its .
treasures.”




‘ Fifth Formation

(As the “Song of the Third Golden Key” is sung softly, Iris turns the initiates in their
places to face toward the Hall of Achievement (Third Hall). Once the inidates are facing the
Hall, Iris nods to the line of chiapter members in front of the Third Hall, and upon this clue,
this line turns to its right and chapter members walk slowly in a counter-clockwise
direction, reforming the line in front of the Second Hall. Upon movement of the line in
front of the Third Hall, the line in front of the First Hall turns to its right and chapter
members walk slowly in a counter-clockwise direction, reforming the line in front of the
throne. As always, the lines face inwards towards the inidates. When all are in place and
the “Song of the Third Golden Key” has besa sung, Ids takes her place at the left side of

; A inidates, and [xis speaks.
Eym, facing the 1n1§at?s and Iris spe s)\
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“Eunomia is the Goddess of Good Order and Keeper of the Carnations. : .
She will reveal more of our raditions and will tell you the Legend of the

Red Camatioq. <

“Welcome, Secfer of Action, to the Hall of Achievement. It is now my
duty to instruct you in the mysteries of which I am the guardian. Let these

thres Golden Precepts aid you in your future acts:

“First, cultivate ambition and industry.
Second, stive for physical perfection.
Third, practice honor, uprighmess and fairness.

“Sych are the precepts of the Hall of Achievement which should be applied
to your collegiate and alumnae life. Although we require your undivided
loyalty, we advise you to identfy yourself with the larger interests and .
organizadons of your college. Remember that Alpha Chi Omega endeavors
to maintain a broad-minded policy and stands for absolute fairness in all
relations. Remember, also, that undue absorpton in your college life will
tend to blind you to the larger interests of the outside world.

“There are certain forms in use among those who have eatered the temple
with which you should become acquainted. The door of the temple will
open only in response 10 the proper knock which is thus: (Dlustates by
knocking on the hall table while she speaks) one long, two short, and one
long knocks. You will be answered by two shors, and two long knocks.
(Eunomia demonstrates both knocks by rapping on the table as she speaks.)

«A]l written communications berwesn sisters are recognized by the test
words which are ‘Pi — Pi’ (spoken as PI blank Pi); and the answer, ‘“—
Tau—"' (spoken as blank Tau blank), used at the close of the letter. The
complete cipher, Pi Tau Pi, signifies Alpha Chi Omegz. Pi, Penta,
represents the five letters of Alpha and Omega. Tau, Tres, represents the
three letters of Chi.

“Our official grip is the clasp which I will now show you. (She tumns to Iris
who receives and returns the grip in demonsmation while Eunomia speaks.)
“I inle fingers interlocked; the thumb on the second knuckle; the forefinger
on the wrist. The grip should be covered with two hands. Pressures, oné

long, two short, one long. Answer, wo short, two long.

“In conducting formal meetngs, the Chair is addressed by her Greek name,
P-etanis,” and is saluted by a special sign which is mace thus: (Eunomia
demonstrates and says, “Pretanis” as she gives the sign.) The sign is made
by extending the index and middle fingers of the hand to a straight positon
wAth the ring and litdle finger folded down across the paim and covered by
tre thurnb. The salute is given by placing the side edg= of the index finger
above the eyebrow line of the eye. Middle and index finger are thus
extended diagonally across the forehead above the eve. (Eunomia
d:rnc:ns;mtes the formaton of the sign and giving of the salute as she
ceaks.

“In vodng, the formal sign is the right hand over the heart. (Eunomia
¢zmonsTates.)
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MIA:

“Qur colors, scarlet and olive green, symbolize for us many phases of life.
Scarlet brings visions of love, swength, good cheer and happiness. We see
in it the flicker of the hearth fire and the glow of the flame, the very blood
pulsating in ourveins. It suggests the active and aggressive. On the other
hand, green typifies the passive qualities, and in its contempladon, we
think of quietude, infinity and things eternal. The combination of these two
is symbolic of complete existence.

(If the chapter feels that a rest period is necessary during the ceremony,
Eunomia may give a signal at this point for everyone to sit, but she
continues to stand.)

“There is a legend concerning our flower, the red carnation, which explains
its significance to our Fraternity.” ,

(Eunomia picks up the Ritwal of Alpha Chi Omega,opens it 1o the “Legend

of the Red Carnation” and reads with feeling.) (see next page)

(Eunomia closes the Ritual of Alpha Chi Omega and lays it on the table.)

“Inidates, please kneel, while upon your head I place this gz-land, a symbol
of our never-ending sisterhood and a heritage froth the maican, who,
daring to seek her aspiratons, achieved the heights.”

(Eunomia places a wreath on exch inidate’s head. She is assisted by Irs
who follows her down the lines of initiates and hands the wreaths to
Funomia. Iris carries the wreaths hanging from one arm anc returns to the'
table for more wreaths as nesded. While the wreaths are being dismibuted,
Euterpe softly plays “The Song of the Third Golden Key.” Afterall
wreaths have been dismibuted, Eunomia and Iris return 1o tehind the table.)

“Remember well the lesson in the ‘Legend of the Red CarmzZon’ that the
deepest meaning in life comes from giving of yourself. To preserve itin
our memories, we have set aside a special day to be of service to others. It
is observed on the first day of March and is called Hera Dzy, coinciding
with the Heraea when the first ancient Greek festvals wers celebrated. On
this day, let each one of you share her talent for the happinzss and well-
being of others as did the maiden of long ago. ¢ b

“Arise. (Eunomia should pause undl all inidates aré stancing.) Your path
leads again to the Golden Throne and to the fulfillment of vcur desires.”

4
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THE LEGEND OF THE RED CARNATION

“In days of old, Greek gods and goddesses dwelt in the lofty heights of Mount Olympus.
There was a valley guarded by blue hills rising up to meet the heavens with a floor carpeted
by twining vines, eternally green. Rising from this valley were flowers of many shades,
but of scarlet there were none.

“In this valley dwelt a maiden. All of the graces were present at her birth, each bestowing a
special gift. She was thus endowed with gentleness of manner, kindness of heart, nobility
of soul, loveliness of spirit, and clarity of mind. Although she was well-loved, in time the
maiden became discontent with the confinement of her surroundings. - .

“In the distance, towering above the valley’s blue hills, stood the Mountain of Light, and
the maiden, gazing at its mystcal radiance, found the determination to leave the valley in
search of new horizons. She set forth toward the mountain to attain her goal, but she soon
found herself in the Valley of Strife. She was surrounded by others who had stumbled in
their efforts to reach the heights and were hindered on all sides by unforesesn obstacles.
But the maiden, mindful of her fellow mavelers, helped them regain their foothold and
shielded them with her love and devodon. Thus, through her noble desds, she completed
her journey through the Valley of Stife and found herself ascending the Mountain of Light.

“When she reached the pinnacle of the Mountain, she was grested by the beaudful sound of
lyres, signaling that she had reached her highest aspiration. Hera, the proteczess of
womankind, addressed her, saying, ‘Oh Seecker of the Heights, you have reached your
goal and have given much to others along the way. Your deeds are deserving of praise and
honor and shall serve as an example for others. From this day forward, you shall be
known as the High Priestess in all my earthly temples. And the namé of the High Priestess
was Admete. ' T 4

Eunonia looks toward the throne and gestures with her left hand toward Admete.

“At that very moment, a new flower sprang up along the paths traveled by the maiden; a
flower of scarlet petals cradled in a sturdy green stem and graced by siender leaves. The
world rejoiced at this gift, for this flower, known as the red carnation, carried a message of

brightness and served as an illuszation of everything that is noblergood, and mue. Only
through deeds of worthiness could such a gift be given, and, to this day, the red carnadon
inspires us and rerinds us of hope thatis ever green and love that rever fails.”




‘ Sixth Formation

(As Erterpe pli ys the “Processional and Greeting to Hera, “Iris turns the initates in their
places to face toward the throng. Once the initiates are facing the throne, Iris nods toward
the line of chapter members in-front of the throne, and upon this cue, this line turns to its
right and members walk slowly'in a counter-clockwise direction undl the head of the line
reaches the middle of the Second Hall. Upon movement of the line in front of the throne,
the line in front of the Second Hall turns to its right and chapter members walk slowly in a
counter-clockwise direction with the last person in the line stopping at the middle of the
_Second Hall. Thus a“U” is formed by the two lines in back of the group of inidates.)

/ (6a) (ris and Eunomia stand behind the group of inidates. Dike, carrying the Bond Book,
/ and Eirene, carrying the tray or pillow with the badges, advance to the altar on which

LEir;n; places the tray. When all are in place, the soloist sings the “Greeting to Hera.”
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( ADMETE: “The deepest thought of Fraterni is its oneness, and this we must not mar. ‘
| From Ll'ﬁf tm; forgvard, may ourrt{:mplc be strengthened by the addidon of
*another life of undivided loyalty, love and achievernent Toge:her let us

stand as on Olympus, our feet fixed in the dwelling place of beauty, peace

and truth. Treasure the Golden Precepts unfolded to you by the Hours. and

remember that the despest joy in life comes from giving of yourself.

“Your journey is over, and you have learned much on the way. We have

bestowed upon you the gift of Fraternity, and you truly have tecome a
sister in Alpha Chi Omega. Itis with confidence in your woriiness to wear

the lyre that I take this emblem and give it into your keeping.”

(6b) (When Admete says, “As you take this emblem...” Ei_f;l; :a}ccs t}}e
tray or pillow with the badges from the altar and stands near Eestia. Iris
moves forward to stand near Hebe. Hestia hands the badge tc Admete as
Dike reads each name from the Bond Book. Admete repeats tie following
each time she hands a badge to Iris or the initiated Alpha Chi Omega
reladve or significant alumna if participating who then pin on the badge.)

“As you take this emblem from my hand, place it over her hez”

(Admete then repeats the following to each individual inida:e zs the badge is
pinned on.)

“I give the lyre into your keeping.”

(6¢) (After all badges have besn presented, Dike and Eirene replace the
Bond Book and empty tray or pillow on the altr, and they, z2iong with s,
move to stand with Eunoria beaind the group of inidates. Acmere then
speaks.). . /
“The lyre is the visible symbol of our Fraternity to the Outer World. Worn
with a genuine understancing of its rue significance, it beccrmes our most
treasured emblem, an enduring inspiration for the attainmer: of our goals.
i

—

“In the name of Hera, I gre=t you as one of her followers, z=¢ welcome you
as a sister in the Bond of Alpha Chi Omega.” )

. - B
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- venry Formation

<

(The “Song of Welcome” is pldyed through once by Euterpe as the line of chapter members
forming the “U” move to close this shape into a circle enclosing the group of initiates.
They stand in place undl Euterpe is finished with playing the song through once. Then
they raise their left arms, holding the bottom of the back end of their scarves, to the right
shoulder of the chapter members next to them, and stepping with their right foot and rising
slightly on the ball of that foot, they begin the dance. The circle continues to move in a
counter-clockwise direction with the rising steps in time to the music undl both verses have
been sung. The circle then stops and remains in place with their arms exiended undl the
grip has been given to each initiate. Euterpe condnues to play the “Song of Welcome” until
the grip has been given to allinidates.) . .. ,, ~oALS .

Title  Sapg ot (welcarig 3 2 g ¢ ;
¢ l - Iris and the Hours move through the lines of inidates, each taking
a row, and congratulate the inidates and give them the grip, explaining the response. When .
this exchange is concluded, Iris moves to stand behind the inidates with the Hours in arow
behind her. Euterpe finishes playing the “Song of Welcome,” and Admete then speaks.)

FOR::;TION @ +

="~ MCVES TQ GLLCSE INTC SHAPE OF CIRCLE

(7a) IRIS. 3 2. 1, THROUGH INMATES® UNES,
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ADMETE “Les us now close our rites according to tradidon by the formaton of our
beloved lyre, within which we rejoice to set our newly acquired jewels.”




(Euterpe plays the “Processional and Greeting 10 Hera” as the lyre is being formed. The
circle opens at the middle of the top, the end in front of the throne, and the sides curve to
form the shape of a lyre with the base of the lyre left open. Iris instructs the inidates to
place their right hands on the left shoulder on the inidate in front of them and leads them in
2 line to the base of the triangle, passing to the left side of Eunomia. She leads them to
form the base of the lyre,facing the throne, in as many rows as necessary 10 accommodate
the number of inidates. She leaves a space in the middle of the rows at the base, and after
arranging all the inidates, ris moves to stand in this middle positon.)

(Once the sides of the lyre have been formed and the inidates and ]rs are in place at the
base of the lyre, Admete leaves her throne and moves forward to take the plzce representing
the center jewel, love. She walks through the center of the Hours by having Eireng step
behind Dike as she passes through. Eirene returns to her center positon, and the Hours
then rotate to their right to turn and face the base of the lyre, i.e. the inidates.” They raise
their scarves by the bottom end to the right shoulder of the Hour beside them with Dike
raising hers as well to form the scroll. Hebe and Hestia leave their places after Admete has
descended from the throne and take their places as the upper, outer jewels. Chapter
members arms are at their sides. Euterpe finishes playing the “Processional and Greeting
to Hera,” and Admete speaks.) ' |
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ADMETE:  “Let us together sing praises to our living lyre.”

(Chapter members in the sides of the lyre raise the bottom of the back end of
their scarves tothe right shoulder of the chapter member next to them, and
the first two verses of the “Song of the Living Lyre are sung. Hebe and
Hesta do not raise their scarves. Admete then speaks.)

ADMETE: “As you go forth from this temple, each of you bears a flaming torch,

‘ kindled at the fire of Fraternal love. May we carry with us into each new
day the light of new faith, of firmer purpose and of higher ideals. If you
would keep this flame forever bright, remember to give unceasingly of the
great love which you have received. Thus giving, you will someday reach
the Heights.”

(Euterpe plays and the last verse of the “Song of the Living Lyre” is sung while the
disbanding occurs. Once the verse has been sung, Euterpe continues to play the song
softly undl all have left the room. Chapter members drop their arms to their sides after the
song has been sung.)

(Admere leaves the room firs: by walking through the middle spot in the basz of the lyre
which is opened by [rs stepping back and to the side. Once Admete has left, [ris leads the
initiates behind her. They are followed by the Hours and the chapter members in the sides
of the lyre walking in a double line. All use the same slow step used throughout the
ceremony with the right hand on the left shoulder of the chapter member in front.)

(This concludes the Inidation ceremony. Initiates and chapter members, led by Admese
march quietly to a place where gowns are removed and all other costume and equipment
properties are collected by the Warden and her assistants and then immediately returned to
safe keeping in the locked storage area. The inidates should disrobe in a separate room,
and Iris should remzin with them undl they are dressed again. At that time an appropriate
celebraton for all inidates should occur.)
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o Song of the First Golden Key
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Song of the Second Golden Key
, From

Ode to Pindar 470 B.C.
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may we now Thy hid-den  treas-ures s€= Thy dis- ci-ples we would

May  Thy Golden Key aid us in Fra-ter - nri - ty.

r—— X T—— .
—— e g = =
S A S 3
) ! z | ! , I//
< T T T —F
\ il A > < - <
| = = S = =
Help -ing one an-oth-e a5 wue sis - ters To - geth-er ler us
_ g ) L. /
— 2 — 3 > g 3 %; 3 — X —$
v, T ” T * T
B cresc. .
— , x ' L
v — = = = -
———r——
<= <z - id g
sesk the Heights. May there be no dis-cord in our mrys—tic three,
=== =
z TSR . 4!
: e ———




VI
® Processional and Greeting to Hera

From
Hymn to Agollo 278 B. C.

Marked L‘ime
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VII
Song of Welcome

’ Play thru once, then sing until formation is complete From "Hvma to the Muse™ .
‘ - ‘A - ded - on') As 2 Priest - ess loy - al,
 MeldiomBe G IEE mab el ddd

Joyously with rythm
{

.‘i Z i ; — .‘# ‘
iv T FT | FA AL ET *F’_'_":f

| t | ' 4 ' ' !| .
s = —S— ‘ = —g—
| wowsmanr. « — — ‘,I = — : = > :
We cel - e-brate thy na - tai day, With in our Tem - pile
A We pledge our vows to Thee for aye, “Thrice wel - come o our
. . 1 —
e — T — T — : ;

o 7 1“3??7‘?’7""*-} ?:

3?'33'1' 5_-"- N
ﬂj‘ét ’inA.:"A’:

g

- . oy - ous -ly strike the Lyre, ' All join the
'I‘::zz - ;ie. élaiu- ing Thy hand in to - ken Our vows shail

|
L L L
|

$
%

4 1.0 4 = A I i 3 " il oo le A
D — :E?: y— . >
= ' ' ' = F 7
tune - ful Choir. Let the Al-tar fire burn bright,
A ne'er be brc - ken. Wis - dcm.De-vo - tion, Achieve - ment
3 —_— % T
% ‘.* =
1
! l | b ‘ﬂ | 1 |
oy i.d 4 e 3 = J:ﬁ:' — ¥ —
;:' Ir. l: ! : ' 1
" Hap - pi- ness reigns ~ within to - night
A All u;n the name of He - ra sem
. \

R .l ;IT Ll—f By ‘=
J ’ o=
= = T —

/\_/\’-\
W
] |ee

] fo -
- Alpra Chi @) - me - 3. (Hum) ~
A ‘\[Dna ,C"“ O - me - g3. (Finaie _L:'.
é ; ? ;‘ i 2 = —— = Jé & ;: 2_'3‘
/ \______—/— i < ) . : '
v i ! i -i" $ -’/ l l li ,s .
N L~ ritard l ) ¥on !
I | o " DR ' o b
- = ot - o n———— = c
> A —— > = =

5




R

~ CLCSED MEETINGS )
| - TESERLALEILNGS -
' The followlng ceremanles.are to be_used qnly In the_presence of Inftiated
‘ members of Alpha Chl Omega, ' _——

¢ T FORMAL OPE!NING CEREMONY -

i f . by

: - Eolleglate and Alumnze Chapters

npéravtc.(Pregéo{s): The chapter-wlll ncw come to order, 4¢liac (Feicx),
satisfy yourself thae all those present are entltled to remain,
Felox: | have. done so, T .

Pretanls: For what purpose are we met?. . : ’ .
_//Kﬁégﬁgzgzlr O©.transact such’business ag may ccme before the chapter, to enjoy

the soclety of our sisters, and to renew the bonds of Alpha chi Omega,
Pretanis: .We Shoulagilft,our'thcughts-to the Almighty, Fnure:ognltlon~of i
" the source wk comes ald our Inspjration, eeoxkﬁtsuc.(Thayokletods),
lead us Ig wotship, S - . :
Thayoklétoos: g{Approprlate selectlion frem the BibL2 or other Insplrational -

. saurce,) . ' 3

letoos: tisg Qs Joln In the Invécatlon: ,
' embers}. Eterna] Father,.accept our praise, Attune_oug splrits to Thy
—Splrlt of Love, Keep .our mental hoeme g sacred place, beaytifyl with

Love and Purity, 13y only wards of Truth and, Graclousness be spaken,
and only warthy acts. be-done, Lead us In our .share of the work of
Thy Klngdom. In al, may we plezse Thee, Thou lotjvae ard Founder of
Fraternity, Amen , “wps . o
Pretan!s: May an opcn—mindea‘?uonorable and klndly splrlt Character!ze al]
. : of our dellberat}eb?:ﬁ.'decfslbns; Tet us banlsh al] thoughts not in
accord with the high fraternity ldeals for which each of us stands,

| SONG: (Appropriate song selected for the purpese,)
) s .- . . Ly .. .

" AIDS'FOR PRONUNCIATIC!l OF GREEK WORDS
= IN CEREMGNTES

- PRESIDENT - Ieitavig (Pré-tan-1s) '
VICE PRESIDENT = 'Avtimpitavig (An-:epré-tan-ls; Ay as In father)"
RECORDING SECRETARY - Feauuateds (Gram-a-tods) :
CORRESPOND#1G™ SECRETARY = Tep1ypauiaceds (Pér-e-gremra-tcés)
TREASURER - €ncavpogdraL (Thsy-sau-rs-fé-zox) ‘
EDITOR = 'Ex818edr (Ek-dé-dods) .
HISTORIAN = Toogede (Gra=fis; A, ac In father)
CHAPLA' N =, %ecx) Jreur (Thgy-o-klé-::és)
WARDEN - ¢0Act” (Féa1gy)
OPEN 'H0TTO - LuGmouddaupey tq’ audTamy (See-spew-das” ~g-rqr, ta a-no-ta-ta)

SECRET HOTTO - (Consult the Ritugp

ha d)

Sr the pronun'clation. I't should never

be written, pye must be repegtas always from memory, }
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* FORMAL CLOSING CEREMONY

MRS -t ooy

Colleglate and Alumnae Chapters
Mputavic (Pretanls)s Let us now close the chapter according to custom,
(Parting Song s sung, after which those present Join hands and form

a clrcle faclng, | Iternate members cross thelr hands,)

Pretanls: Repeat the §g§§f§5§;§) ~ ‘

‘quemberé:}Eucnouaaamuev Ta’ _guaraze ''Together let us seek the helghts,™
Fretanlss Repeat.thezséiFE?yﬁggaS : ‘ . . .

|_Hembers: (G{ve the Grzek words,] Translated: (Give zhe English transfdation.
Pretanls: The slgnificance of our name .Is: '

. Members:” Alpha (Greek wond), (English meaning); Chl (Greeh wond), (English
© -7 meaning); Omega (Greek wond), {English meaning), ‘
- Pretanis:. Let us pass the griz from hand to hand, (Outstretched hands glve

1p; crossed hands return It.)
Pretanis: \lhat does the grip signifyl>

embeTsy Our Joining together hand In hand Is an outward token that n the
Bond we are 1inked heart to heart. : g
Pretanis: We are about to leave thls sacred retreat of sisterhood, and mingle
with the outer world., Remember In all your deallngs ever to uphold the
honor, Integrity, and dignlty of Alpha Chi Omega, Forget not the duties
here heard so often, but be ready to ass!st and befriend all who may cee:
our alds*Showalove to all, | now declare thls chapter duly closed,

- ’
INFQRMAL QPEN!INC AND CLOSING CEREMOMIES : S ‘
- — ey : . -
o Alumnae Clubs

Note:aqﬂﬁﬁ;ggnrcumstances make It Impossible for alumnae chapters to
- use the-regular cpening and closing ceremonies, these shorter

forms are suggested for alumnae chapters s well as clubs.

Orening Ceremony

President: The meetling will please come to order, We, as members of......

veessssasesscsaeeclub (or chapter), are met to uphold the ideals of
Alpha Chl Cmega, to strengthen the tcnds bf friendship and fraternity,

and to transact such business as may come before the club (ar chapter).
(Usual procedure of business follows.)

Closing Ceremony

Presldent: (After motion for adjcurnment has been made,) Remember [n all
your deallngs ever to uphcld the honor, Integrity, and dignity of
Alpha Chl Omega., ! now declare this meeting duly closed,




’As 1 read yodr name, will you and your mystagogt}e step forward and place

ur pind into our keeping, twwmmwdﬁgen"
> Ads

TRes: =pfud Name"scf (andiddtes @1 Alpha e odm)———-—-—ﬁés L(sr]
—ML‘Shg- & Plld%?. plau_, pfﬂs (b)ﬁ'\ dndwﬁ iindog._) on Pi ous

—_A:nues"et"f-_&_’\_@AUM 'r@a# Y

S

:Tpuabdd' lke o clese. eur ceremony Wit The poen.

What is a Sister? TN

One whose grip is a little tighter
One whose smile is a little brighter
One whose deeds are a little kinder
That's what I call a sister.

Oue who'll lend as quick as she'll borrow
One whose the same today as tomorrow -
One who'll share your joys and sorrow
That's what I call a sister. '

One whose thoughts are a little cleaner
whose mind is a little keener :
‘who avoids those things that are mjcancr
luat's what I call a sister. |

Jne when you're gone,; who'll miss you,sadly,
‘ne who'll welcome you back again gladly,
lne who though angered will not speak madly -
‘hat's what I call a sister. '

me who is always willing to aid you
me witose advise has always paid you
'ne whose defended when others have :flayed you
hat's what I call a sister. L

ne whose been fine when 1ife seemed rotten
ne whose ideals have not forgotten

ne who has given more than she's-gotten
hat's what I call a sister.
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soom, wemer s st lag o a clrele orx /.:2.... m..:..___::.:.m..“ .

facing the Prestdent.  While the n_:__.n.cw.clw..mm._mmwlwﬂmmx_.v.. C

pledges ave Jejleintosthenroom to stand in front of thelr )
' mystapogues,  The President\then gives a talk, standing

)NM .. behind a cnndle - Lt table. égﬂﬂwﬁwﬁ&h\s
ot !

At the conclusion of the tallk, while the members sing,

pledges and thelr wmystagopues place their pledge pins ’

and lyre Ladges side by slde on a blaek—wvelvet—heard,

silver tray—or—lyre—shapad pillow. This same tray, etc.,
in Takiupg Ceremony can be used the following day at Inltiatfoan with the

pledpge plns vepoved . \\1\.\

AGIONT? I following the cudstoms of the ancient Greeks, we decwed (U wise to make / .
s —
the perlod between pledging and Inftiation one of probation. This Con_n@?-n Was! Tr.r.:,:ﬁ
culwiuation of that time. For both you, the jultiated, and ua.., the active a

chapter, the ladder to the Lyre rises on conslderation, evaluatfion, and Judgment N
/

leading to our mutunt declafdu for the fnitintion of those proven to cwmbody {.\
the spirft of Alpha Chi Ouega.

ﬁ@:n President says: :ﬁa:_m:n we want you to recall the pledge which you
have been working touvavd during your pledgesirtp. Join with me now in saying the

Pledge: Mt mMem /.%.\..Ufw.fd _

.Znﬂ.:..;mn::n.:cu..n:c_n:_:goﬂ_ch_.c:cﬁnc:om_ww m:c:H .

to prepare ::—.mn:.cm\mcn honorable membership in :
FAomcAit(  chaprer of Alpha Chi C_:n_w.,.\-\..::— we promise to

support her Interests/ns well as these of the Fraternfity

at m.:...m\\ tach day we shall eudeavor to glve our best

:mn:nwV»: scrvlice to o:w ﬁqmnnn=»n3\ for thus may we :

prove that our love s worthy/of complete nffiliation !

with Alpha Chi Omega.' | . _

>uc:ocan_.c:.:;mn.._:"cnv::.n._c:-.:ow.pnpancmno_::n%‘n_-:n u.c—._nn_,»:a::_. .V
the sign of that spirit until it s replaced by the Lyre. 1L you are worthy, / J»

power
- Z_

1
azEzéiaﬁ%ﬁaaaziﬁazzygﬁ§a&€ﬁ the ldeals will remain for others to see without an outward sign. m

N, .
Ve the iultiated membérs of Alpha Chi Owmega, believe nnd reafffrm the . .

fraternlty's responsibllity to you. liowever, you, too, have a responsibility \

to Alpha Chi Owéga. We have chosen you because you have the characteristies .

of one qualified to wear the Lyre Badge. You have proven that our faith in you

Is justifled. . .

‘e

::n_.:ﬁu&:.._LE:...:..."__:_wc...__...f._:.o<a:v,c:n=a_<na c:..?.:. onno.:_._ano:n:.u
[{atlon with Alpha Chl Omepga. bDurfng this Lyre Week you Lt_cmr\m»ﬂif climbiup the
ladder to the Lyre, but befr=e you rnach the last step on thls ladder, we want
vou to thlnk about what >_=.:; Omcea_means to.vou.and of the seriousness O._




